
Diocese of Brownsville 
1910 University Blvd. 

  Brownsville, Texas 78520 
      Tel. (956) 542-2501 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: All Priests   
FROM: Most Rev. Daniel E. Flores, S.T.D. +df 
DATE: January 24, 2023 
RE:  Update on Covid Protocols 

              

Dear Fathers, 

Conditions caused by the pandemic have improved substantially. However, the 
dangers posed to our communities by infectious viruses such as the flu , continue 
to pose a challenge, especially for the elderly. With these things in mind, I am 
relaxing a number of the Covid protocols that have been in place. The following 
changes may be implemented immediately. 

• You may resume the placement of Holy Water in the Holy Water fonts in the 
church; however, the font should be cleaned out and sanitized at least once a 
week. Hand sanitizer should be available near the Holy Water fonts. 

• The use of a mask by the priest celebrant and other ministers of the altar is 
optional and at the priest’s and minister’s discretion, keeping in mind not just 
the danger of COVID variants, but that of the seasonal flu virus as well.   

• I remind you that the pastor may not make use of the mask mandatory for 
parishioners participating at Mass. The use of masks is at the discretion of 
individual parishioners and families themselves. 

• Clergy, and others who assist during the celebration of Mass are to continue 
disinfecting their hands before and after the administration of Holy 
Communion.  

• At other celebrations in the Church, including baptisms, funerals and adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, adaptations like those mentioned above may be 
reasonably applied. 



• Parishioners may resume giving the sign of peace as before, but if they choose 
to do so, they should be respectful of those parishioners who continue to prefer 
a simple bow. 

• I encourage you to pay close attention in the days to come to any changes in 
current county and local school system health protocols. 

•  With my prayers and blessings for your priestly ministry and the communities 
you serve. 

  


